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the members of the Commission, whether present at the meeting or
not. (In general, the Commission's decisions would be taken by a
majority of the members present.) The Commission would also be
entitled to conduct periodic investigations in regard to states which
had made a special agreement to that effect. The convention was
to remain in force for five years (except for the naval provisions,
which would remain in force until the 31st December, 1936, and the
rules forbidding the use of chemical methods of warfare, which were
to remain in force indefinitely). Before the expiry of the convention,
a second Disarmament Conference would be held to conclude a new
convention, and it would be one of the duties of the Permanent
Disarmament Commission to prepare for this conference. The con-
vention, together with the conventions to be concluded subsequently,
would replace the disarmament chapters of the Peace Treaties.
The outstanding features of the British draft convention were the
proposals, in Part I, for consultation in the event of a breach or
threatened breach of the Kellogg Pact, and the inclusion, in Part II,
of definite figures relating to the effectives and the aeroplanes of
European states. It was the first time since the discussion of dis-
armament had begun under the auspices of the League of Nations
that proposals had been submitted in this concrete form, and al-
though it was improbable, as Mr. MacDonald himself pointed out,
that any state would be prepared to accept the limitations proposed
without further bargaining, the suggested figures did provide the
Conference with a firmer basis for discussion than it had possessed
hitherto. In other respects, the plan contained little that was new,
and indeed its purpose was to incorporate as many as possible of the
proposals which had already won more or less general acceptance.
It was noteworthy that the plan was not intended to be anything
but transitional; it was based on the idea that the reduction of
armaments must be carried out by stages, and its provisions were
applicable only to the first stage, which would not in any case last
for more than five years.
On the conclusion of Mr. MacDonald's speech, appreciation of the
British Government's initiative was expressed by Monsieur Daladier,
Herr Nadolny, Mr. Gibson, and General Cavallero, the Italian repre-
sentative, but the general discussion of the plan was postponed for
a few days, since the proposals had not been circulated beforehand,
and the various delegations needed leisure to study them before they
could make their views known. In the interval which elapsed be-
tween the presentation of the plan and its discussion by the General
Commission, the attitude of the principal European countries